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Welcome to everyone as we worship together. 

 

At the lighting of the 1
st
 Advent candle we remember Jesus said to his disciples” I say to 

everyone, keep awake.” A Candle is lit. I am waiting, I am waiting for Jesus to come again. 

Neither the time nor the place is mine to know, like the angels in heaven and the Son himself 

this knowledge is not mine. But this I do know that he will come again. And so, I wait 

unsleeping for the Son to return again. As we watch for the coming of Jesus, may we wait in 

hope.  
As we wait in a world of need, may we be signs of hope. 

As we wonder at the glory to be revealed, may we share with joy the hope to be found. 

 

StF 81 Now thank we all our God.             

Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) (CCLI 7895) 

 

Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wonderous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 

who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 

and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 

 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 

the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 

for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 

Let us pray:   
With permission (Prayers for all Seasons book 2-Nick Fawcett published by Kevin Mayhew Ltd) 

 

Loving God, we rejoice in this season of good news and good will, we celebrate once more the 

birth of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, the Lord of lords, the Word 

made flesh, and we praise you for the assurance of his final triumph. 

As you came through him, so you shall come again. 

 

For coming among us through Jesus, for bearing our flesh and blood, for living our life and 

sharing our humanity, for entering our world, loving God we praise you! 

As you came through him, so you shall come again. 

For suffering and dying among us, for your victory over death, your triumph over evil, and your 

promise that the kingdom will come, loving God, we praise you! 

As you came through him, so you shall come again. 

 

For the wonder of this season, for its message of love and forgiveness, its promise of peace and 

justice, and the gift of life everlasting of which it speaks, loving God, we praise you! 

As you came through him, so you shall come again. 
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Loving God, we rejoice again in this season of good news and good will, and we look forward 

to that day when the Jesus of Bethlehem will be the Lord of all. 

As you came through him, so you shall come again. 

 

In Christ’s name we praise you! Amen. 

 

Lord we come to you confessing that at this time of year, with the added worries of the Covid-

19 pandemic with its restrictions, that we are not always keeping you in mind, but we put other 

things in our lives first instead of you. 

 

We worry about whether the shops will be open, or if we are going to be able to see relatives 

this Christmas and forget the importance of the birth of your Son Jesus. 

 

At times we are more concerned as to whether there will be carols and worship services at 

Christmas than remembering the importance that your birth is to the world. 

Lord we ask you to forgive us for all the things we get wrong and ask you to help and guide us 

so that we put you at the centre of our celebrations. 

We confess that we get things wrong and go against your will, we ask for your forgiveness and 

help to direct what we shall be. 

May this Advent season teach us to welcome him afresh into our lives and to rejoice in his love 

not just at Christmas, but always. 

Amen 

 

Let us say the Lord’s Prayer together…….. Our Father….. 

 

Read Mark 13:24-37 

 

Reflections 

Today we are at the start of Advent, which leads us on to the birth of Jesus Christ. Yes, that’s 

right, just four weeks to Christmas! 

So why does today’s lectionary reading come from Mark’s Gospel, which talks about the 

“Signs of the end of the age”, as here we are in the month leading up to the birth of Jesus, so 

why is this? 

 

Of course, it is important to celebrate the birth of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, because he came to 

make things right between us and God. He came to save us so that we could be part of his 

family and be with him for ever in his kingdom. 

 

So why are we looking at this chapter in Mark, especially as it is quite a difficult part of Mark’s 

Gospel to understand! 

 

In the beginning of the chapter Mark recalls Jesus prophesying about the destruction of the 

Temple. Peter, James, John, and Andrew ask Jesus what signs they should look out for of this 

impending destruction. 

 

Jesus warns about those claiming to be him, who will deceive many. There will be wars, 

nations against nations etc. but do not be alarmed as these things must happen. He warns them 

that they will be persecuted as he is, but the gospel must be preached to all nations. He warns of 
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the abomination that causes desolation standing where it does not belong. This probably stands 

for the desolation of the Temple in Jerusalem where those not of the faith will stand in the 

Temple where they should not be. 

 

This part of the prophesy can be seen in the destruction that happened to the Jerusalem Temple 

in 70 AD, but the next part seems to be for a future event, that not even Jesus knows when it 

will happen. 

That is the second coming of Jesus in glory. 

Jesus says that “the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give out its light, the stars will 

fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 

At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds, with great power and glory”. 

Similar references to this event can be found in Isaiah 13:9-10, also something similar can be 

seen in Daniel 7:13-14 where they talk about the coming of the Son of Man. 

But then he goes on to warn us to be on our guard, to be alert! Because we do not know when 

that time will come. 

We may well ask, what is the problem? When the Son of Man returns, surely this will be a time 

of great rejoicing for all those with faith and belief in Jesus Christ. 

Perhaps, here lies the worry, that Jesus was warning about, before that happens there will be 

wars, plagues, and many other terrible things, including persecution of those who believe in 

Jesus, the Messiah. 

 

Let’s face it, the disciples who were perhaps the closest to Jesus and followed him, proclaiming 

his message to the nations, were themselves persecuted for their faith in Jesus. 

 

From the time that Jesus was crucified, died, and rose from the dead, was the beginning of the 

end times. 

 

We have seen nations rise up against nations, pestilences that have ravaged the earth, and still 

do, and many Christians have been persecuted for their faith and are still being persecuted for 

their faith. 

True faith often leads us into hard times and difficult circumstances.  

The glory of faith in Christ is that we are not saved from them, but in them. 

If we are to follow in Christ’s footsteps then, we must take up our cross and follow, day by day, 

in faith. 

Yes, when Jesus returns in glory Christians will have lots to be glad about, but in the meantime, 

we have to persevere and stay steadfast to our faith in Christ. 

 

Hence Jesus warns us to stay alert, to watch out. Jesus reminds us that we need to keep awake, 

to be ready for his return because we do not know when that will be.  

From Matthew 25:1-13 we read that Jesus, in a parable, said that some of the virgins that were 

going to meet the bridegroom for the wedding banquet did not keep awake, and they ran out of 

oil for their lamp, because of this they were late going to meet the bridegroom, so were not 

allowed into the feast, but those who were ready who had made sure they had enough oil in 

their lamps and had kept alert were able to meet the bridegroom, and they were welcomed into 

the wedding banquet. 

From this can be seen that we need to always be ready for His return by keeping alert, by 

keeping faith in Jesus Christ, putting God first, loving him, loving our neighbours as ourselves 

and by doing that which he has asked us to do. 
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It has been about 2000 years that we have been waiting for the return of the Son of Man, so it is 

very easy to think that there may be plenty of time to make sure we are doing God’s will, but 

Jesus warns us, that it could happen at any time soon, so make sure that you are always ready 

for his return. 

 

Some people worry about when all this is going to happen, but they have missed the point. 

The important point that Jesus is making is that we stay alert, not being swayed by false 

information or some falsely claiming to be the Christ, and that we stand firm, even if and when, 

we are persecuted for our faith in Jesus, so that when he returns he finds us ready to greet him 

and be one with him in His glory, for he who stands firm will be saved. 

How can we achieve this? 

By inviting the Holy Spirit to help us study the Bible, keeping in contact with other Christians 

where possible in these times, discussing our faith with them, praying to God and listening to 

the Holy Spirit, for the more we know about the truth of Jesus, and therefore God, the more the 

Holy Spirit can help us in our daily struggle against false information, our worries, fears and 

doubts. 

 

In Matthew 28:18-20 we read perhaps one of the last things that he told the disciples before he 

ascended to heaven, which must have given them, and us, great reassurance. He said, 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

 

StF 459  Captain of Israel’s   Charles Wesley (1707-1788) (CCLI 7895) 

 

Captain of Israel’s host, and Guide 

Of all who seek the land above, 

Beneath your shadow we abide, 

The cloud of your protecting love; 

Our strength, your grace; our rule, your word; 

Our end, the glory of the Lord. 

 

By your unerring Spirit led, 

We shall not in the desert stray; 

We shall not full direction need, 

Nor miss our providential way; 

As far from danger as from fear, 

While love, almighty love, is near. 

 

Prayers for others & ourselves 

 

Loving Lord, we pray for all those who, because of the pandemic, have not been able to get out 

and visit others and for those who rely upon others coming to them for both their company and 

for any help that they may need. 

Lord support us in our need. 
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We pray for all who have had covid-19 or have now got it, that you may be with them in their 

time of need and that you will help them, and we especially bring to you all those who are in a 

critical stage of the illness. 

Lord support us in our need. 

 

We bring to you all those who, because of the pandemic, are now facing financial difficulties, 

families where they have no money for food and rent, for businesses that are in financial 

difficulties and are close to shutting down, and those now facing redundancy.  

Lord support us in our need. 

 

We pray for all those who are being persecuted for their faith all round the world.  

Lord support them in their need. 

 

We also pray for all those affected by wars and civil unrest where many are in danger of attack 

and death, where there is also a food crisis because of what is happening where they live.  

Lord support them in their need. 

 

We pray that during Advent we may be able to appreciate your love for us all in the birth of 

your son and bring us into a closer relationship with you, and that you will steer us away from 

those who would deceive us, but help us to stay true to you and remain in the faith we have in 

you. 

Lord support us in our need.  

We ask all these prayers through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

StF 658 A charge to keep I have Charles Wesley (1707-1788) (CCLI 7895) 

 

A charge to keep I have: a God to glorify; 

a never-dying soul to save, and fit it for the sky. 

 

To serve the present age, my calling to fulfil; 

O may it all my powers engage to do my master’s will! 

 

Arm me with jealous care, as in your sight to live; 

and O your servant, Lord, prepare a strict account to give! 

 

Help me to watch and pray, and on yourself rely, 

so shall I not my trust betray, nor love within me die. 

 

Blessing 

Gracious God, take our faith, flawed though it is, 

Our love, poor though it may be,  

And our commitment, for all its imperfections, 

And use us in your service to make known your gracious purpose, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  


