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Home service sheet for Sunday 27th September 2020 – Kath Jones 

Welcome to morning worship. Today we consider the question “By what authority are we 

doing the things we do as Christians? “ 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 136 v1-3 

1Give thanks to the Lord because he is good. His love continues for ever. 2Give thanks to 
the God of gods. His love continues for ever 3Give thanks to the Lord of Lords.  His love 
continues for ever. 

Opening prayer 

Lord, we thank you for bringing us to this act of worship. We praise and acknowledge you 
as the authority of all we do in your name. We give thanks that we can worship you freely 
and openly. We put aside the distractions and tasks of today so we can spend time with 
you, thinking about you and being close to you, thanking you for your steadfast love and 
mercy always. Amen 

 

Hymn 455 Singing the Faith – All my hope on God is founded 

1. All my hope on God is founded; 

he doth still my trust renew 

me through change and chance he guideth, 

only good and only true. 

God alone, 

He alone 

calls my heart to be his own 
 

2. Human pride and earthy glory, 

sword and crown betray our trust; 

what with care and toil we fashion, 

tower and temple, fall to dust. 

But God’s power, 

hour by hour, 

is my temple and my tower. 
 

3. God’s great goodness aye endureth, 

deep his wisdom passing thought; 

splendour, light, and life attend him, 

beauty springth out of naught. 

Evermore 

from his store 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 
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4. Daily doth the almighty giver 

bounteous gifts on us bestow; 

his desire our soul delighteth, 

pleasure leads us where we go. 

Love doth stand 

at his hand; 

joy doth wait on his command. 
 

5. Still from earth to God eternal 

sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising  

for the gift of Christ his Son 

Christ doth call 

one and all 

ye who follow shall not fall.  

 
(Robert Bridges 1844-1930, bases on Joachim Neander 1650 – 1680) 

 

Prayers of Confession  

Lord, there are many times we do not speak or act in your authority; concentrating on 

material or financial aspects of our lives at the detriment of the spiritual - our time spent 

with you. There are times too when we are too busy looking out for our own interests, we 

forget to help those around us, both in our church activities and in our community. Jesus 

provided us with the perfect role model to copy, but so often we find it hard to follow His 

example. Lord of forgiveness, release us from our sins we pray that we may start afresh to 

do your will. Amen 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Loving God, we thank you for all our abundant gifts. We recognise we are very blessed 

compared with so many in the world. Give us we pray, grateful, thankful hearts. Most of all 

Lord we give thanks for your love, your care, your support at all times and in all things. You 

have authority over us, we recognise you as a source of all knowledge and experience, 

without you we are feeble, ignorant and weak. Any good things we achieve and 

accomplish are made in your strength and guidance. How wonderful you are always, your 

grace touches us all.  Amen  

The Lord’s prayer – say which ever version you prefer. Amen 

Readings 

Exodus 17: 1-7 

Matthew 21: 23 – 32 

Philippians 2: 1-13 



Kath Jones 27th September 2020 

3 

 

Reflection  

Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt. In this Old Testament reading they are far from 

grateful, they are complaining and grumbling constantly. Have you ever been on a long 

journey with children or perhaps a fractious relative? “Are we nearly there yet?” “I’m 

hungry” “I’m thirsty” “How much longer? Are we nearly there now?” “I wish I had stayed at 

home” Poor Moses must have felt like a frazzled parent, trying to do his best, but 

frequently criticised, his authority under threat; agitation and rebellion not far away, real 

tension in the crowd. The Israelites are thirsty and in the dessert, and afraid they will die of 

thirst. However, Moses does not join in with the grumblers and complainers, he respects 

God’s authority and follows His instructions implicitly and confidently. God once again 

demonstrates his care, concern and a way of providing the solution; in this instance in a 

miraculous astonishing way. (Exodus 17: verse 6) Water from a rock, amazing. Moses 

faithfully trusted and obeyed God’s instructions, and then spoke and acted with assurance 

and authority. It is interesting that God told Moses to take with him some of the elders of 

Israel, these would have been the men that the Israelites considered to hold authority and 

the ones to whom they traditionally would have gone to for teaching and guidance. They 

could not produce the water, but they would have been able to witness and verify what 

Moses had done.  

In our second reading from Matthew 21:23-32 Jesus is challenged by the chief priests and 

elders – does His authority come from God (heaven) or from man? They test Jesus, 

hoping he will fall into their trap and incriminate himself. Jesus instead asks them a very 

difficult question, one they are afraid to answer, they do not wish to incite the people, or 

look foolish in front of them, so they say they don’t know. Jesus has the authority of God, 

but the time is not right to reveal this to all.  

However, this question of Jesus’ authority is not just an interesting question from long ago 

and in Matthew’s gospel, but one that is imperative to us today. For Christians throughout 

the last two thousand years or so right up to the present time depend upon the source of 

Jesus' authority. If it was ultimately "from humans" then Jesus was really no different from 

other fascinating individuals, the celebrity of the day, the church would have to see itself 

purely as a human organisation. (and one that would in all probability have died out long 

ago) If, however, Jesus' authority is "from heaven,", the church has the heavenly authority 

to represent Christ's own ministry and it has as its mission to bring Christ to the world. 

Further on in Matthew's Gospel, we read "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:18-19). The church's mission is 

based on Jesus wielding "all authority." and that this authority is heaven sent from God. 

In Paul’s letter to the Philippians he praises their work and commitment. He extols them to 

work together, to care for one another, to support one another to build each other up. In 

these strange and testing times are we continuing to do these things despite so many of 

our activities, groups, meetings, and fellowship not being able to take place?  We have 

over the last few months demonstrated God’s love and care for each other in so many 

ways, many involving new and innovative use of technology, which has been reported as 

reaching many more than would normally come to church.  Other actions include, a hot 

meal service, phone calls, socially distanced visits, shopping, news, letters, drive in 

church, open air church and indeed these weekly home service sheets. The church is not 
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confined by a building or walls, we reach out to all and in using our skills, imagination and 

resourcefulness we are telling the world that Jesus is alive and as important today as he 

was all those years ago to the new church in Philippi. All of these activities have provided 

vital links with one another, and a way of continuing our mission of making disciples of all 

men.  We have done all these, and continue to do these and more in God’s authority, and 

like Moses in the dessert, trusting God as we help and provide, letting people know the 

Good News.  

Now we are entering a new phase, as some churches open and some activities restart. 

There are those amongst us that still feel and anxious and vulnerable, and just like those 

of the early church in Philippi, we must build each other up, and continue to care for each 

other. We must concentrate on only doing what is God led, being prepared to let go of the 

things which we may hold dear, but may be holding back our discipleship, no ideas too 

strange to try! We must trust God always, He is in control, his authority is over all.  Thanks 

be to God.  

 
Hymn “At the name of Jesus “Singing the Faith 317  
 
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 

every tongue confess him King of glory now; 

tis the Father’s pleasure, that we call him Lord, 

who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 
 

Humbled for a season, to receive a name 

from the lips of sinners unto whom he came; 

faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 

brought it back victorious when from death he passed. 
 

Bore it up triumphant with its human light, 

through all ranks of creatures to the central height; 

to the throne of Godhead, to the Father’s breast, 

filled it with the glory of that perfect rest. 
 

In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue 

all that is not holy, all that is not true; 

crown him as your captain in temptation’s hour, 

let his will enfold you with its light and power. 

For the same Lord Jesus shall return again 

With his Father’s glory, with his angel train; 

All the wreaths of empire meet upon his brow 

And our hearts confess him King of Glory now. 
 

Caroline Maria Noel (1817 – 1877) 
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Prayer of Intercession 

Loving God, as we think of the needs of others we pray for all those who need to know that 

you are in authority, you are in control; we must trust and obey you as Moses did, and as 

Jesus did and as the early Christians in Philippi did. We pray for those Christians unable to 

worship you freely, and are in danger. May they know your loving care always. 

Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 

Loving God, we pray for all those troubled and afraid. Afraid for their jobs, afraid for their 

homes, afraid for their family, afraid of the chaotic world around us. How things have 

changed over this year, many feel that their security and future are at risk. May they know 

your authority and loving care always 

Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 

Loving God, we pray for those who are sick, those who are bereaved, those who need 

healing and comfort, especially those known to us this morning 

………………………………….    

We pray for those in hospital, or care home and for those who look after them, the nurses, 

the doctors, and all the other healthcare workers that they will feel your strength and loving 

care always. 

Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 

Loving God, we pray for peace in the world. We pray for leaders of all nations. As we 

watch the news we see so many countries in strife and turmoil. May they know your 

authority and guidance, may they want peace and to work for peace not their own political 

power and might. May they know your authority and loving care always. 

Lord in your mercy hear our prayer. Amen 

Hymn Singing the Faith 362 “Meekness and majesty” 

Meekness and majesty manhood and deity 

In perfect harmony the Man who is God 

Lord of eternity dwells in humanity 

Kneels in humility and washes our feet 

O what a mystery meekness and majesty 

Bow down and worship for this is your God 

This is your God 

 

Father's pure radiance perfect in innocence 

Yet learns obedience to death on a cross 

Suffering to give us life 

Conquering through sacrifice 
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And as they crucify prays Father forgive 

O what a mystery meekness and majesty 

Bow down and worship for this is your God 

This is your God 

 

Wisdom unsearchable God the invisible 

Love indestructible in frailty appears 

Lord of infinity stooping so tenderly 

Lifts our humanity to the heights of His throne 

O what a mystery meekness and majesty 

Bow down and worship for this is your God 

This is your God 

This is your God 

 

Graham Kendrick (b 1950) 

As we come to the end of our worship together this morning; we have been thinking about 

how we should always do and say everything with God’s authority and follow the example 

of his son Jesus Christ.  

So we end with prayer and blessing 

Lord Jesus Christ, help us to step out boldly, to be confident in your goodness and 

authority. Help us then to continue to look to you for our help and strength so we will not 

feel we are sinking in life's troubles and trials. Help our faith to grow day by day, so we 

have the reassurance that you are with us every step of the way. As we prepare to meet 

again in our churches, help us not to be afraid, but to trust in your goodness as we meet to 

praise you. Help us to keep our gaze only on you so we will not be anxious or troubled. We 

know You are with us always, and we thank you for your steadfast love. Amen 

Blessing 

Lord as we continue to help others in as many ways as we can, recognising we do all 

things in your name and in your authority, may the blessing of our Lord and Saviour be 

with us always. Amen 


