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Service at home for Sunday, 17
th

 January 2021  

 

“God highly exalted Jesus and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  Phil. 2 v9-11 

 

StF 447 “Jesus be the Centre” 
 

Jesus, be the centre, 

be my source, be my light, 

Jesus. 
 

Jesus, be the centre, 

be my hope, be my song, 

Jesus. 
 

   Be the fire in my heart, 

   be the wind in these sails; 

   be the reason that I live, 

   Jesus, Jesus. 
 

Jesus, be my vision, 

be my path, be my guide, 

Jesus. 
 

   Refrain 

(verse 1 is repeated) 

 Michael Frye 

 

Prayer 
 

We praise you Lord 

For your glory revealed in the mystery of creation, 

For your love revealed to all the world in Jesus Christ, teaching us, dying for us, risen victorious for us, praying 

for us. 

For the comforting strength and guidance of your Holy Spirit. 

We come to you, as we are, confessing our selfishness, pride and constant failure to obey your call. (pause for 

quiet recollection) 

We rejoice that again we receive your forgiveness and you speak your Word of Grace to us. 

 

Say the Lord’s prayer 
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StF 666 “Master speak Thy servant heareth” 
 

Master, speak!  Thy servant heareth, 

waiting for thy gracious word, 

longing for thy voice that cheereth; 

Master, let it now be heard. 

I am listening, Lord, for thee; 

what hast thou to say to me? 

Speak to me by name, O Master, 

let me know it is to me; 

speak, that I may follow faster, 

with a step more firm and free, 

where the Shepherd leads the flock 

in the shadow of the rock. 
 

Master, speak! Though least and lowest, 

let me not unheard depart; 

Master, speak! For O thou knowest 

all the yearning of my heart; 

knowest all its truest need; 

speak, and make me blest indeed. 
 

Master, speak:  and make me ready, 

when thy voice is truly heard, 

with obedience glad and steady 

still to follow every word. 

I am listening, Lord, for thee; 

Master, speak! O speak to me! 
 

 Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879) 

 

The Word:  
 

1 Samuel 3:1-20 & John 1:43-51 
 

The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were 

not many visions. 
2 

One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying 

down in his usual place. 
3 

The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of 

the LORD, where the ark of God was. 
4 

Then the LORD called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 
5 

And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 
6 

Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 
7 

Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
8 

A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 

me.” Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 
9 

So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls 

you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10 

The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
11 

And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone 

who hears about it tingle. 
12 

At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from 
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beginning to end. 
13 

For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his 

sons blasphemed God,
[a]

 and he failed to restrain them. 
14 

Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of 

Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’” 
15 

Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli 

the vision, 
16 

but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.” 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 
17 

“What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so 

severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 
18 

So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from 

him. Then Eli said, “He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes.” 
19 

The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. 
20 

And all 

Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD. 
 

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
 

43 
The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 

44 
Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 

45 
Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We 

have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of 

Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. 
47 

When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit.” 
48 

“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
49 

Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 
50 

Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than 

that.” 
51 

He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 

descending on’ the Son of Man.” 

 

What does God say to us in these stories of three people called to know, follow and serve Him? 

 

1. SAMUEL – called while still A CHILD.  SAMUEL’s work as a prophet and leader was epoch-changing in 

the story of Israel.  The priest, Eli, was aware that this CHILD, so movingly dedicated to the Lord by his 

mother, was being called by God and Samuel and encouraged to respond.  Jeremiah was also called 

while a boy (Jer. 1:6&7). After John Wesley had preached at St. Austell (Cornwall), Thomasine Bryan, a 

Quaker, brought her little son, William, to Wesley for a blessing; and Wesley laid his hands on the little 

boy’s head, praying “may he be a blessing to hundreds and thousands”. That same William, on 9
th

 

October 1815, preached in the kitchen of Lake Farm, Shebbear (North Devon) and 22 were converted.  

A flame of revival spread across North Devon and Cornwall to Canada, Australia, New Zealand and 

China. What an encouragement to pray for the children in our families and churches that they will hear 

the call of Jesus and respond. 

 

2. PHILIP – called while he was SEEKING.  Philip, who was found by Jesus, and to whom He says “Follow 

me” (John 1:43) was already SEEKING, so he says “we have FOUND” – the same Greek word used by 

Archimedes jumping out of the bath shouting ‘Eureka’ (I have FOUND).  Philip, like others who have 

been studying the Scriptures, says “We have found Him that Moses and the prophets wrote of” (v45). 

Perhaps you were already SEEKING when Jesus called you.  I was in the home of a young couple in 

Pickering, and noticed a Bible on the arm of the sofa.  Geoff explained: “we have been watching 

Zeffirelli’s ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ on TV and decided to buy and read the Book of the Film”. Jesus called 

him and his wife as they read the Scriptures.  Be encouraged to pray for those you sense to be 

SEEKING.  If you have been searching the Scriptures be ready to respond to the call of Jesus. 
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3. NATHANIEL – was called when his friend, Philip, told him of Jesus, but Nathaniel had QUESTIONS to 

ask.  He was called while still DOUBTING.  “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (v46).  “Where 

did you get to know me?” (v48).  His time of meditation led Nathaniel to honest questioning and then 

to an explosion of Faith, such as later made by Thomas and that was only fully unfolded to the disciples 

through the whole life of Jesus – “You are the Son of God”.  When Jesus calls, don’t be afraid to ask 

Him your honest questions.  He sees us where we are and will use us with the faith that we have to 

respond to His call. 

 

We respond as we sing: 

 

StF 663 “I, the Lord of sea and sky” 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 
 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 
 

 Here I am, Lord. 

 Is it I, Lord? 

 I have heard you calling in the night. 

 I will go, Lord, 

 if you lead me.  

 I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people’s pain; 

I have wept for love of them. 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

till their hearts are satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 
 

 Daniel L. Schutte (b. 1947) 
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Our Prayers 
 

Pray that when God calls people in the Church, eg as ministers, preachers, teachers, or other ways of 

service, there will be a response.  Is God calling you or are you praying for someone laid on your heart 

to respond to His call? 
 

Pray for those who have a calling to serve in the Health and Care Services, or who see their daily work 

as a vocation, and thank God for them, praying they will be encouraged. 
 

Pray for those who serve in national and local leadership and other community services. 
 

Pray for yourself that you will not grow weary in following the call God made to you, and will respond 

to any fresh call. 

 

StF 658 “A charge to keep I have” 
 

A charge to keep I have: 

a God to glorify; 

a never-dying soul to save, 

and fit it for the sky; 
 

To serve the present age, 

my calling to fulfil; 

O may it all my powers engage 

to do my Master’s will! 
 

Arm me with jealous care, 

as in your sight to live; 

and O your servant, Lord, prepare 

a strict account to give! 
 

Help me to watch and pray, 

and on yourself rely, 

so shall I not my trust betray, 

nor love within me die. 
 

 Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 

The Blessing 
 

Speak aloud “The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon us and remain with us 

always”. 

 

God bless you with love, 

 

Colin Lake 


