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 AUGUST 2020 WRITTEN SERVICE 

DO NOT FEAR, FOR I AM WITH YOU 

OPENING SENTENCES AND VERSES 

Thank you for joining in this “paper service”. 

I hope that you find it helps you, as preparing it has helped me during this difficult time in our history. 

 

Isaiah writes: 

“Do not fear, for I am with you; 

Do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you; 

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

 

Hymn StF 82 

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the distant thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

 how great thou art, how great thou art! 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee; 

 how great thou art, how great thou art! 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountains grandeur, 

and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze: 

 CHORUS 

 

And when I think that god, his Son not sparing, 

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

he bled and died to take away my sin: 

 CHORUS 

 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

and take me home – what joy shall fill my heart; 

then shall I bow in humble adoration, 

and there proclaim: my God, how great thou art. 

 CHORUS 

(Stuart K. Hine 1899-1989) 

    

OPENING PRAYERS AND LORD’S PRAYER 

During this pandemic the rainbow has become a symbol of hope. 

In Genesis God used the rainbow as a symbol of promise.  

We are going to use each of the letters in the word “rainbow “ as we bring our prayers of adoration. 

LORD God: 

REDEEMER – You are our REDEEMER. You rescue us in times of need. In the death of Jesus Christ You enter into our 

suffering, bear it and redeem us. 

ALMIGHTY – You are God Almighty, all powerful. Yet You are our Father and we are Your sons and daughters. 

I AM – You tell us “Be still for I AM GOD” You disclose Yourself from the beginning as “I AM WHO I AM”. 
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NAME – Your Name is the Name above all names. You are holiness, love, power. 

BLESSING – You give us Your blessing, an overwhelming sense of Your goodwill. You make us Your holy people. 

ONE – You are the One God, always with us. From You all things come. 

WORD – You are the WORD spoken before time and through time and You will be at the end of time. 

 

Redeemer, Almighty, I AM, Name, Blessing, One, Word - we offer You our adoration and worship. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Confession 

Father God, we have given you our praise; now we come to ask forgiveness. 

We are sorry for all the wrong thoughts we have.  

We are sorry for the wrong actions we have taken and the things that we have totally omitted to do. 

We are sorry for the way we sometimes treat our families and friends. 

Forgive us. 

Forgive us as a nation for the lack of concern for others as demonstrations and violence have taken place. 

Forgive us and make us clean through Your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Father God, 

You are our Heavenly Father, the giver and sustainer of all creation. 

We thank You: 

for all the kindness and care that has been shown throughout our nation during this year of pandemic: 

for all the people, both paid and volunteers, who have worked unstintingly throughout the months bringing help and 

healing, love and compassion, peace and commitment to all those in need: 

for the staff of the Nidd Valley Circuit bringing everyone worship in different forms through the months of lockdown: 

for our families and friends, who have loved us and supplied our needs, both physical and emotional: 

for Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour: 

for the Holy Spirit always present with us. 

Thank You. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

READINGS 

Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 

he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths 

for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me. 
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You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and love will follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

Isaiah 43 v1-3a 

But now, this is what the LORD says – 

he who created you, Jacob, 

he who formed you, Israel; 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters,  

I will be with you; 

when you walk through the fire, 

you will not be burned; 

the flames will not set you ablaze. 

For I am the LORD your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 

 

REFLECTIONS PART 1 

I love writing 2020. 

I’m not a mathematician, but I love the symmetry and pattern of numbers. 

But, in my wildest nightmares, I never thought that 2020 would forever be known as the year when the world was 

hit by the pandemic of the Corona Virus. 

 

We have learned new words, some of them truly terrible in their meaning:  

COVID 19, PPE, lockdown, social distancing, ventilators, furlough, face coverings, the R factor, self-isolating. 

Nightingale Hospitals – with one on our own doorstep. 

We have had incomprehensible numbers told us every day: numbers of people who have died from the virus; 

numbers of people infected by the virus; numbers of people tested for the virus. 

 

We have learned of the millions of items of PPE needed by all the people working on the frontline of the pandemic – 

doctors, consultants, nurses, the list goes on. 

 

We have learned of scientists working together round the world to find a cure, to find a vaccine, analysing the data 

to see which way the virus is going, developing anti body tests. 

 

We have learned that the virus does not discriminate. 

 

We have seen graphs drawn and explained. 

 

We have lost our freedom. 

 

We are afraid. 

 

We do not know what the future holds; or the term “the new normal” 
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And a hymn which we do not often use but, which I think, emphasises the care given by people around us to their 

neighbours and to total strangers. 

 

HYMN (Singing the Faith 256) 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter, 

were you there? 

 

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there, were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? 

 

I was cold, I was naked, were you there, were you there? 

I was cold, I was naked, were you there? 

 

When I needed a shelter, were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a shelter were you there? 

 

When I needed a healer, were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a healer, were you there? 

 

Wherever you travel I’ll be there, I’ll be there, 

Wherever you travel, I’ll be there. 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter, 

I’ll be there. 

(Sydney Carter 1915-2004) 

 

REFLECTIONS PART 2 

Throughout these past months we have seen the selfless dedication of so many people within our society. We 

cannot count the numbers. 

The dedication of people on the frontline – not only those working in hospitals; but people supplying the food chain;  

people working in supermarkets and pharmacies; people working to keep our utilities going; people  collecting our 

rubbish bins, cleaning the streets; the list is endless – untold numbers of people working to maintain our living as we 

work through the pandemic. 

And there are also thousands of volunteers who round the country have given of their time and talents to help 

anyone in need. 

Many people will not even have thought of God in the situation that we find ourselves today. 

 

AND THE QUESTION 

Where is God in all this? 

We read at the beginning words from Isaiah 41 v10. God says, “Do not fear for I am with you.” 

And at the end of Matthew’s Gospel Jesus tells his disciples “Surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.” 

 

Reflecting on what has already been said; 

God is in life. 

God is in death. 

God is in the skill, care and commitment of all those working on the frontline of the NHS 

God is in all the other NHS staff who work to keep hospitals going 

God is in all the supply chains bringing us our food 

God is in the beauty of the world around us 

God is in our homes and the homes of our relatives and friends 
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God is with the scientists working round the world to find solutions to COVID 19 

God is in the unknown numbers of volunteers who round the country have given of their time and talents to help 

those in need 

God is in those people who have entertained their neighbours 

God is in all those people who have asked for sponsorship to raise money for the NHS and for many other different 

charities 

God is in you and me as we struggle with a new and different way of life 

God will be with us as we move into the unknown future. We are safe in his hands. 

 

PRAYERS 

We pray for our world – suffering at this time in our history. 

It is a time of fear, of anxiety, of dread, of anger and hatred. 

We pray for Your healing and peace throughout the world. 

 

We pray for our country – this pandemic has brought simmering tensions and violence to the surface. 

We pray for Your healing and peace throughout our land. 

 

We pray for the countless number of people who have been bereaved during this year. They have lost family 

members and friends and have not been able to grieve properly because of the situation. 

We pray that in the coming months and years they will find Your peace and comfort. 

 

We pray for our community, asking that all the good that has emerged during the past months will continue and 

bring our society closer together. 

 

God of us all, hear our prayer. 

 

For ourselves:- 

God of blessing, we ask that you will provide us with everything we need. 

God of keeping, we ask that you will keep us safe in every situation. 

God of peace, we ask that you will give us peace of mind and your serenity. 

God of grace, we ask that you will give us refuge and strength. 

God of shining, we ask, that one day we will see you face to face. 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  Amen. 

(Rachel Watson. Based on Numbers 6 v 24-26) 

 

HYMN (Singing the Faith 20) 

Be still,  

for the presence of the Lord,  

the Holy One is here; 

come bow before him now 

with reverence and fear: 

In him no sin is found – 

we stand on holy ground. 

Be still, 

for the presence of the Lord, 

the Holy One, is here. 

 

Be still, 

for the glory of the Lord 

is shining all around; 

he burns with holy fire, 
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with splendour he is crowned: 

how awesome is the sight- 

our radiant King of light! 

Be still, 

for the glory of the Lord 

is shining all around. 

 

Be still, 

For the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place; 

He comes to cleanse and heal, 

to minister his grace: 

no work too hard for him – 

in faith receive from him. 

Be still, 

for the power of the Lord 

is moving in this place. 

(David J. Evans b.1957) 

 

“BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD” 

God says:- 

In the stillness of the mountains, I AM. 

In the stillness of a water lily pond, I AM. 

In the stillness of a child in deep sleep, I AM. 

In the stillness of the starry sky, I AM. 

In the stillness of flowers, I AM. 

In the stillness of a couple in complete harmony, I AM. 

In the stillness of prayer, I AM. 

In the stillness of worship, I AM. 

In the stillness of thought, I AM. 

In the stillness of life, death and eternity, I AM. 

 

I AM your GOD, your Father, your Redeemer. I AM. 

(Rachel Watson) 

 

BLESSING 

May the peace and love of our Lord be with us as we go on our way. 

May he guide us, protect us, and encourage us, so that we may walk always in God’s never-ending light. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us always. 

Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 


