
 

Malcolm Binks 05/04/21 

 

 

WORSHIP AT HOME

     

      Sunday
 

    MOVING 

 
WELCOME 
Wherever you may be, whatever time it is, 

of worship which will be read and shared 
our Circuit, joining us together in fellowship

 
OPENING VERSE – from 

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,

in you. Show me the way I should go,

 
HYMN Songs of Fellowship 304.
 

JESUS, STAND AMONG US,
in thy risen power, 

Let this time of worship 

Be a hallowed hour. 
 

Breathe Thy Holy Spirit 
Into every heart, 

Bid the fears and sorrows
From each soul depart. 

 
Thus with quickened footsteps

We’ll pursue our way, 
Watching for the dawning

Of eternal day.  
 
William Pennefather. 

A Songs of Fellowship Worship Resource

 

Opening Prayers 
Loving Jesus Christ, we thank you for the great message of Easter 

amazing triumph over the power of evil and the assurance that nothing in 

heaven or earth can separate us from your love.
 

We praise you for this season of new beginnin
anyone who trusts in you will become a new creation; renewed, refreshed 

and remade through your grace.
 

WORSHIP AT HOME 

Sunday, 11th April 2021 

MOVING FORWARD 

Wherever you may be, whatever time it is, you are very welcome to this time 

of worship which will be read and shared by people from many 
joining us together in fellowship.  

from Psalm 144 

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust 

I should go, for to you I entrust my life

ongs of Fellowship 304. 

JESUS, STAND AMONG US, 

 

 

Bid the fears and sorrows 
 

Thus with quickened footsteps 

Watching for the dawning 

A Songs of Fellowship Worship Resource 

Loving Jesus Christ, we thank you for the great message of Easter 

amazing triumph over the power of evil and the assurance that nothing in 

heaven or earth can separate us from your love. 

We praise you for this season of new beginnings and your promise that 
anyone who trusts in you will become a new creation; renewed, refreshed 

and remade through your grace.  
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welcome to this time 

many churches across 

for I have put my trust 

for to you I entrust my life. 

Loving Jesus Christ, we thank you for the great message of Easter – your 

amazing triumph over the power of evil and the assurance that nothing in 

gs and your promise that 
anyone who trusts in you will become a new creation; renewed, refreshed 
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We rejoice that you hold a kingdom in store for us where all this world’s 

trials and tragedies will be no more and we will liv

presence. 
 

Loving God, we marvel at the extent of your love and grace and yet we 
know that our faith is no better than that of the first disciples, our courage 

no stronger. All too often we let you down through the way we live and we
deny you through the things we say and do. Time and again we fail you, 

yet time and again you welcome us back.
Thank you for being ready to forgive and forget, 

opportunity to make amends and to commit ourselves afresh to your 
service. 

 
Loving God, hear our prayer in the name of

Jesus Christ, Amen.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name;
thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Reading 

Today’s reading is from 
 

“Jesus Appears to His Disciples

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 

leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.

disciples were overjoyed
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!

sending you.”  And with that he breathed on them and said,
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
Jesus Appears to Thomas

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came.

have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put 

my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side,

believe.” 

We rejoice that you hold a kingdom in store for us where all this world’s 

trials and tragedies will be no more and we will live in the light of your 

Loving God, we marvel at the extent of your love and grace and yet we 
know that our faith is no better than that of the first disciples, our courage 

no stronger. All too often we let you down through the way we live and we
deny you through the things we say and do. Time and again we fail you, 

yet time and again you welcome us back. 
Thank you for being ready to forgive and forget, for offering

to make amends and to commit ourselves afresh to your 

Loving God, hear our prayer in the name of our Lord and risen Saviour 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; 

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 

is from John, Chapter 20, verses 19 to 31. 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me,

And with that he breathed on them and said,
If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
Jesus Appears to Thomas 

(also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We 

 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put 

my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side,
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We rejoice that you hold a kingdom in store for us where all this world’s 

e in the light of your 

Loving God, we marvel at the extent of your love and grace and yet we 
know that our faith is no better than that of the first disciples, our courage 

no stronger. All too often we let you down through the way we live and we 
deny you through the things we say and do. Time and again we fail you, 

ing us the 

to make amends and to commit ourselves afresh to your 

our Lord and risen Saviour 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 

 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 

“Peace be with 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 

As the Father has sent me, I am 

And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive 
If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if 

(also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
her disciples told him, “We 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put 

my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
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A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was 

with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my 

side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

The Purpose of John’s Gospel 

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in his name.” 
 

Reflection 
We call him “Doubting Thomas”. Is that because only “seeing is believing” 

is good enough for him? He appeared to need tangible signs to shore up 

his belief, but is that the real Thomas? Does he really doubt the 
resurrection or the Risen Jesus? Or is it the credibility of the words of the 

disciples gathered in the Upper Room that he doubts? 
   

We know very little about Thomas. Except that he was chosen by Jesus to 
be numbered among the twelve, the Gospel of John includes only a few 

references to him, but do those instances throw a different light on the 
man?   
  

The first mention of Thomas is in chapter 11 of John. Lazarus has 
died. Some of the disciples think it’s really dangerous to travel to 

Bethany:  the Jewish leaders were at that very moment seeking an 
opportunity to put Jesus to death.  It is Thomas who realises Jesus has 

made up his mind to go to his friends and who says to the others: “Let us 
go to die with him!”  Is that “Doubting Thomas” or might it be 

Fearless Thomas? 
  

John records Jesus’ prayer at the last supper, telling the disciples “You 
know the way to the place where I am going” as he prepares them for His 

Passover. Thomas blurts out: “We don’t know where you are going. How 
can we possibly know the way!”  The others must have been just as 

perplexed; perhaps they were afraid to draw attention to themselves but 
it was Thomas who spoke up. He didn’t understand and he wanted to! He 

can’t follow Jesus unless he knows where and how.  Is that “Doubting 

Thomas” or might it be Realistic Thomas? 
  

The disciples tell Thomas they have seen the Lord, but for Thomas, 
something doesn’t ring true.  If they have seen the Lord and have 

received the power of His Spirit, why are they still locked up in that room? 
 Is this why Fearless, Realistic Thomas was given to doubt?  
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Could Thomas not read the 

What would he read on our faces? What do we read on one another’s 

faces? 
 

When Jesus returned a week later,
and my God,” he confesses. Jesus blesses Thomas and the discip

the gift of the Holy Spirit and sends them out to continue His mission 
them it became a new beginning

 
Thomas took the gospel of Christ to India and he died a martyr. That 

doesn’t sound much like a doubter, does it? It
whom the resurrection of Christ was real, someone for whom the empty 

tomb made a difference.
difference. Let this be the moment when 

Spirit on us, move us forward 

 

 
HYMN StF 370 

 
Breathe on me, Breath of Go
fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost 
love, 
and do what thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
until my heart is pure, 
until with thee I will one will,
to do and to endure. 

   

Prayers 
Please take a little time to 

situations and include your own prayers too.
 

We pray for our world –
is conflict, love where there is hatred, 

the sick and your strength for those 
 

We pray for the church –

their faith in you, for the mission of your church across the world, in this 
country, in our Circuit and i

to those in need. 
 

We pray for our country 
your direction in dealing with the pandemic and the economy. For peace in 

our communities. We think of those
and pray for your healing touch; for those experiencing division, exclusion 

and intolerance. 

read the presence of Jesus on the faces of his friends

What would he read on our faces? What do we read on one another’s 

When Jesus returned a week later, Thomas is filled with faith.
and my God,” he confesses. Jesus blesses Thomas and the discip

the gift of the Holy Spirit and sends them out to continue His mission 
a new beginning, time to move forward. 

gospel of Christ to India and he died a martyr. That 

doesn’t sound much like a doubter, does it? It sounds like someone for 
whom the resurrection of Christ was real, someone for whom the empty 

tomb made a difference. Easter is about new beginnings, a time to make a 
Let this be the moment when we allow Jesus to breathe his 

move us forward and send us out to continue His mission.

Breathe on me, Breath of God ;  

that I may love what thou dost 

and do what thou wouldst do. 

me, Breath of God, 

until with thee I will one will, 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
till I am wholly thine,
until this earthly part of me
glows with thy fire divine.

Breathe on me, Breath of Go
so shall I never die,
but live with thee the perfect life
of thine eternity. 

Edwin Hatch (1835–1889) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, numb

take a little time to pause as you read and pray for each of these 

your own prayers too. 

 for the leaders of nations, for peace where there 
love where there is hatred, food for the starving, medicine for 

strength for those taking help to them. 

– for those across the world being persecuted for 

, for the mission of your church across the world, in this 
and in our own community. Guide us to reach out 

We pray for our country – for wisdom and honesty in government, for
direction in dealing with the pandemic and the economy. For peace in 

We think of those whose relationships have degenerated 
and pray for your healing touch; for those experiencing division, exclusion 
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presence of Jesus on the faces of his friends? 

What would he read on our faces? What do we read on one another’s 

Thomas is filled with faith.  “My Lord 
and my God,” he confesses. Jesus blesses Thomas and the disciples with 

the gift of the Holy Spirit and sends them out to continue His mission - for 

gospel of Christ to India and he died a martyr. That 

sounds like someone for 
whom the resurrection of Christ was real, someone for whom the empty 

, a time to make a 
Jesus to breathe his 

and send us out to continue His mission.  

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine, 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God ;  
never die, 

but live with thee the perfect life 

Electronic Words Edition, numb

pause as you read and pray for each of these 

for the leaders of nations, for peace where there 
food for the starving, medicine for 

being persecuted for 

, for the mission of your church across the world, in this 
Guide us to reach out 

for wisdom and honesty in government, for 
direction in dealing with the pandemic and the economy. For peace in 

whose relationships have degenerated 
and pray for your healing touch; for those experiencing division, exclusion 
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We pray for those who are sick and all those caring for them; the 

bereaved and those who comfort them. Strengthen our health service 
staff, weary and exhausted, hold them up in your arms. 

  
We pray for ourselves - grant us endurance to cope with being distanced 

from each other, patience as we wait for the beginning of “normality”. We 
ask for your peace within and around us and your hand to lead us.  

 
Lord Jesus Christ may your light scatter the shadows and your grace bring 

life in all its fullness. 
Amen. 

 
A Blessing 

Wherever we are, whatever our strengths, whatever our weaknesses, God 
will be with us to hold, to guide and to bless. Go then in peace, assured of 

His love. 

Amen 
 


