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May 2
nd

 2021 Worship 

Prayer (Psalm 22:25-31): 

25
 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; 

    before those who fear you I will fulfil my vows. 
26 

The poor will eat and be satisfied; 

    those who seek the Lord will praise him— 

    may your hearts live forever! 
27 

All the ends of the earth 

    will remember and turn to the Lord, 

and all the families of the nations 

    will bow down before him, 
28 

for dominion belongs to the Lord 

    and he rules over the nations. 
29 

All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; 

    all who go down to the dust will kneel before him— 

    those who cannot keep themselves alive. 
30 

Posterity will serve him; 

    future generations will be told about the Lord. 
31 

They will proclaim his righteousness, 

    declaring to a people yet unborn: 

    He has done it! 
 

Worship in song – StF 443 Come let us sing. 

I. Come, let us sing of a wonderful love, 

tender and true; 

out of the heart of the Father above, 

streaming to me and to you: 

wonderful love 

dwells in the heart of the Father above. 

 

2. Jesus the Saviour this gospel to tell 

joyfully came, 

came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell, 

sharing their sorrow and shame: 

seeking the lost,  

saving, redeeming at measureless cost. 

 

3. Jesus is seeking the wanderers yet; 

why do they roam?  

Love only waits to forgive and forget; 

home, weary wanderers, home: 

wonderful love,  

dwells in the heart of the Father above. 
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4. Come to my heart, O thou wonderful love; 

come and abide,  

lifting my life till it rises above 

envy and falsehood and pride: 

seeking to be,  

lowly and humble, a learner of thee. 
 

Reading – 1 John 4:7-21: 

7 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 

loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 

Whoever does not love does not 

know God, because God is love.
9 

This is how God showed his love among us: He 

sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 
10 

This 

is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11 

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 

ought to love one another. 
12 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 

another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

13 
This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his 

Spirit. 
14 

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 

Saviour of the world. 
15 

If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God lives in them and they in God. 
16 

And so we know and rely on the love 

God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 
17 

This is how 

love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 
18 

There is no fear in love. But perfect 

love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who 

fears is not made perfect in love. 

19 
We love because he first loved us. 

20 
Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 

brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, 

whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 
21 

And he 

has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother 

and sister. 

Sermon – Love is the engine room of the work we do in Christ: 

Works!  It’s a dirty word for many, and rightly so if we rely on them for 

salvation.  Paul is clear in Romans (3:28) – ‘you are justified by faith apart from 

works of the law’ and in Ephesians (2:8) – ‘for by grace you have been saved 

through faith, which is not your own doing’.  But then we come to James’s 

letter (2:20) where we read that ‘faith apart from works is useless’.   

Recently I was discussing with friends in our fellowship group what we might 

learn from the dedication of people who follow other faiths.  Part of the 

discussion focussed on the hard work that some put in, typically so that they 
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can be sure of their salvation.  Such effort to assure salvation is not, of course, 

alien to some who have sought after the Christian God.  We only have to think 

of famous conversion stories such as Luther or John Newton and many others 

to realise that it was not works that earned them their salvation but an act of 

faith.  They saw not an angry God who needed to be appeased but a loving and 

sacrificial Christ who gave his all for us. 

In my conversation with friends we did however point out that whilst we did 

not strive for salvation that we were called to work no less hard than some 

who see this as the way to God, but out of love for the one who first loved us.  

Put simply, in James’s words, faith without works is dead, and by dead we 

mean that such faith is unable to bear the fruit that being grafted into the vine 

that is rooted in Christ. 

Works, I would therefore suggest, have a legitimate place in the life of a 

Christian if those works are a consequence of our faith, working in tandem and 

often against the grain of the world around us.  We work in ways that reflect 

the character and actions of a loving and giving God.  There was work to be 

done on the cross, and there was one obedient and loving enough to follow 

the calling that only he, the Son of God, could fulfil. 

There are plenty of times when Paul and others in the New Testament 

encourage us to strive to do good, to love our neighbour.  Paul boasts of his 

work on behalf of other Christians but seeks no personal glory nor gain over 

others in doing so.  Working at our faith in this way appears to be like boasting 

that you are the most humble person around – it seems to be a contradiction.  

But work we must, and it is therefore my intent in this short message to 

encourage each and every one of us to challenge ourselves, in prayer, in 

discussion with fellow Christians and in stepping out and simply having the 

courage to act in love toward others to discern and commit to the work that 

God has in mind that we do. 

The passage we have at the heading of this service is one that I’ve often dug 

into to help understand the driver for my work in Christ.  An understanding of 

the depths of meaning when John says ‘God is love’, not that God loves, 

though he does, nor that he is loving, though he is, but that God is love.  He 

defines, demonstrates and reaches out to the world he created in love, and 

our true calling, once reconciled to him in Christ is to be the mirror that 

reflects this love back into the broken world.   

There is far too much to even skim the surface of our passage, but I’d 

encourage you to meditate on it and perhaps to dwell on the parts that strike 

you, and there’s plenty there that with an open and prayerful attitude that can 

speak to us.   

For me in preparing this short message the phrase “we love because he first 

loved us” (v19) jumped out at me.  First notice that there is a simple and direct 

logic to the statement.  ‘We love…’.  It’s a statement of fact and doesn’t say we 
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may love, or we have the option to love as if it was up to us.  Just simply ‘we 

love because…’.   

Then there’s the genesis of our love in his love for us.  There’s no other source, 

it doesn’t well up from some inner goodness or out of mutual self-benefit.  

John didn’t say something like ‘we love and this is a bit like what God does’, 

but that we love because…’.   

Which also, amazingly, indicates that the love we have is the same love that 

God shows us.  We don’t have an inferior love to that which God has as if one 

was 4 star petrol and other just 2 star (do you remember those days?!?), no, 

we’re running on the same juice as God.   

And finally notice that the statement is in the plural – ‘we’ and ‘us’.  We love, 

like a pinball machine that seems to celebrate in passing around the ball to as 

many touch points as possible the love of God connects, rebounds, and is 

boosted again without seemingly losing momentum. 

God’s love should therefore drive us to works that perpetuate the motion and 

energy of that love between us, and out into the world.  So, what is it that we 

channel God’s love into?  How do we pass it on and allow it to do its work?  If 

that’s a simple answer then take a moment to thank God for the opportunity 

to be part of the perpetual motion of love that will never end, and if the 

question is more difficult, then pray that your faith, in the words of James, will 

not be useless but will birth a new response to God’s calling in Christ to submit, 

and to obey his command – love one another (v21). 

 

Worship in song – StF 615 – Let love be real. 

1. Let love be real, in giving and receiving,  

without the need to manage and to own;  

a haven free from posing and pretending,  

where every weakness may be safely known.  

Give me your hand, along the desert pathway,  

give me your love wherever we may go:  

as God loves us, so let us love each other,  

with no demands, just open hands and space to grow.  

 

2. Let love be real, not grasping or confining,  

that strange embrace that holds yet sets us free;  

that helps us face the risk of truly living,  

and makes us brave to be what we might be.  

Give me your strength when all my words are weakness,  

give me your love in spite of all you know:  

as God loves us, so let us love each other,  

with no demands, just open hands and space to grow.  
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3. Let love be real, with no manipulation,  

no secret wish to harness or control;  

let us accept each other's incompleteness,  

and share the joy of learning to be whole.  

Give me your hope through dreams and disappointments,  

give me your trust when all my failings show:  

as God loves us, so let us love each other,  

with no demands, just open hands and space to grow 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, we thank you for the love you have shown us and pray now for the 

rekindling of the love we show to each other, to those who ask nothing of us, 

and to the world around us that you created.   

Help us, in the power of your Holy Spirit, to fill our homes, our neighbourhoods 

and our workplaces with the love that you first showed us.  Help us to discover 

the ways in which you call us to show your love, and take away any fear of 

rejection knowing that you have suffered the ultimate rejection and injustice 

of the one and only innocent one taken and crucified for us.  May the power of 

your resurrection, fuelled by the love of the father, be the power that drives us 

to work for you in all we do. 

And we give thanks and pray for those who work to love those we cannot 

reach.  For those in the caring professions, for those seeking to help in areas of 

trouble and challenge around the world, for those who care for the dying and 

bereaved particularly at this challenging time.  We pray particularly for those in 

India suffering the ravages of COVID at the moment and ask that you show 

love and mercy through the hands, words and deeds of your servants. 

 

The Grace: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit, be with us all.  Amen. 

 

by Peter Lacey 


