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Regular Activities 
Sunday Worship  10.30 am  every week 
Holy Communion included in the first Sunday of the month 
 
Methodist Women in Britain 2-30pm alternate Mondays from 
October to April 
 
Tuesday  Coffee  10.00 am—12 noon  every Tuesday 
 
Book Club every alternate month 
  
Forward Together (includes coffee, lunch, speakers and general  
social fellowship) every week 
 
Journey Group  normally on the first Thursday in every month. 
Contact Philip Goodwin (563990) for details. 
 
Wesley Guild  monthly on Thursday afternoons during the 
summer months.  Contact Lynne Harvey 0143 568968 
For more details of  our activities see our weekly news-sheet or 
visit www.wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk 
 
Contacts: 
Ministers:        Rev. Trevor Dixon    
                Deacon David Hunt  
Senior Stewards:   Christine Bunting                
         Les Sudron     
Church Council Secretary 
         Jenny Goodwin                  
Safeguarding Officer     
         Christine Sudron               
 
Wesley Centre Contacts: 
Premises Manager 
         David Megginson Tel 07587 158587  
 
Administrator        Lynne Close  Tel 01423 509917 
 
 
Focus is edited by Judith Yeats, who welcomes any feedback, input 
or suggestions for the improvement of our quarterly magazine.  or 
e-mail  jyeats@btinternet.com 
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               From our Minister                                                      
 
There is in Northumberland a Monastery 
which is set in grounds which cover a con-
siderable area. The approach road is through 
a drive between some magnificent Canadian 
Redwoods. I have had the privilege of 
spending some short stays there with other 
Methodist Ministers. We were on retreat, 
which was supposed to be a time of quiet 
and reflection but I was with thirty other 
Methodist Ministers. Even if I had wanted to 

be quiet, it would have been difficult. 
 
While we were together there was a tour round the Monastery 
which included some of the rooms which are set aside for those 
who want to have a retreat. They are isolated rooms, although they 
are furnished reasonable comfortably. There are facilities for cook-
ing, as well as for sleeping and writing and reading. Each of these 
rooms is a little self contained place where people can go for reflec-
tion, quiet and being alone. Usually there would be no television or 
radio and that would be a blessing for some. Neither a telephone 
and that would be a boon. 
 
In the middle of that monastery there are those rooms which are 
desert places, well almost. 
 
At this time of the year, this Lent we remind ourselves that Jesus 
went into a desert place, the Bible says to be tempted of the devil. 
But, the desert was also the traditional place for meeting God. I am 
sure that that was foremost on his mind. There in the desert, there 
is that peace and quiet and being alone that I did not manage, but 
in our meeting God still spoke to us. 

 
But it is not only after a special journey and in a special place that 
we can reach the desert place. I am sure that there are actually 
some of you who can say, this house is my desert place without 
even going out. Here I find quiet and aloneness, even though I can-
not always find peace. 
                                                                                                   continued p4 
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 continued …...The important part though, of the being alone in the 
desert place is that of noting the person we meet there, namely our-
selves. For most of us it is a devastating experience to actually meet 
with ourselves  
 
Paul, when he had a time in the desert, went there thinking he was 
a moral and righteous man. He found that his righteousness was as 
filthy rags. He began to realise that, as he said, 'The good that I 
would, I do not, and the evil that I would not, that I do.'  

 
But Paul was able to acknowledge also that even being the person 
he found himself out to be, that God too was in the desert and that 
he was still in the embrace of God's forgiving love. 

 
This Lent we can all look at ourselves and worry ourselves by the 
ME we find, but we are assured that God loves us, as we are and 
will forgive us and help us to become the sort of people he wants us 
to be, but we must want it too. Do You?? 

 
Every blessing on you all,   Trevor Dixon 

Food for thought  

Don't wait for four strong men to take you to church. 
 
We don't change God's message - His message changes us. 
 
Exercise daily - walk with the Lord. 
 
A clean conscience makes a soft pillow. 
 
If God is your co-pilot - swap seats. 
 
God finds pleasure in us when we find pleasure in him.  
Augustine 
 
At the profoundest depths in life, people talk not about God, 
but with him. DE Trueblood. 
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Stop at the cross 
 

Good Friday for many is the start of a 
four day spring break and nothing more. 
It’s the day when chocolate starts to be 
eaten, a trip to the garden centre is a 
must and “Easter” celebrations begin.  
 
Many people don’t really understand the 
crucifixion and they really don’t want to 
think about. It is always an interesting 
experience to walk through the town on 

Good Friday carrying a cross on the way to the Churches Togeth-
er service and see people’s reaction. Often there is confusion on 
the faces, occasionally there is silent respect, sometimes children 
ask their parents what is happening, and the responses are inter-
esting to hear. 
 
The early disciples had difficulty when Jesus started to talk about 
a final journey to Jerusalem – they asked Jesus “Why are you 
talking about death and suffering? If you are the Son of God, 
you’re not supposed to end up on a Roman cross whoever heard 
of a crucified Messiah?” 
 
The crucifixion of Jesus is a great mystery of the Christian faith. 
Everything about it points in the wrong direction.  It seems so 
extraordinary and pointless as to be inexplicable.  
 
If we go back to the early Christians many of the accusations 
against them started with the assumption that you could not seri-
ously believe in a God who took on such a dishonourable death; 
but the truth of the crucifixion is confirmed by the fact that the 
early Christians stuck to the story come what may.  
 
In Johns Gospel the cross and the story of the crucifixion are 
seen as the triumphant point in the life of Jesus. In none of the 
Gospels is it considered at any point defeat. 
 

continued p4 
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continued…..Today however, the symbol of the cross, an instrument 
of Roman torture, seems to have lost  much of its capacity to 
shock and challenge. It’s become a fashion symbol on clothing, a 
piece of jewellery which people hang round their neck or from 
their ears and we are led to reflect on whether we are living with 
a symbol emptied of power by time and fashion.  
 
The cross stands for freedom at another’s expense.  So as we ap-
proach Good Friday and on to the Glory of Easter morning, I en-
courage you to stop at the cross.  
 

“When I stop at the cross I can see the love of God. 
But I can't see competition, I can't see hierarchy, 

I can't see pride or prejudice or the abuse of authority. 
I can't see lust for power,I can't see manipulation, 

I can't see rage or anger, or selfish ambition. 
I see surrender, sacrifice, salvation, humility, righteousness, 

faithfulness, grace, forgiveness, Love. 
When I stop at the cross, I can see the love of God”. 

 
(Godfrey Birtill 2004 © Whitefield Music) 
 
Please pray with me: Lord Jesus, as Easter once again approach-
es, help us to stop at the cross so that we may embrace the full 
glory of you resurrection morning. Amen 
 
Easter Blessings, Deacon David 

 

In this world it is not what we take up but what we give up that 
makes us rich. Henry Ward Beecher. 
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    Easter Day by Oscar Wilde 
 
The silver trumpets rang across the Dome: 
The people knelt upon the ground with awe: 
And borne upon the necks of men I saw, 
Like some great God, the Holy Lord of Rome. 
 
Priest-like, he wore a robe more white than foam, 
And, king-like, swathed himself in royal red, 
Three crowns of gold rose high upon his head: 
In splendour and in light the Pope passed home. 
 
My heart stole back across wide wastes of years 
To One who wandered by a lonely sea, 
And sought in vain for any place of rest: 
'Foxes have holes, and every bird its nest. 
I, only I, must wander wearily, 
And bruise my feet, and drink wine salt with tears.' 

 

 

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Circuit Gathering 

at Trinity Methodist Church 

8 May at 7-30 

Watch out for more details 
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Letter from your Senior 
Stewards 

As we write this letter the sun is shining brightly, spring flowers 
are starting to bloom, buds are swelling and the promise of spring 
is in the air. What a welcome change after a dreary wet winter! 
 
At Wesley, too, new light seems to be shining, finally, on our plans 
for redevelopment after a long dreary time of planning, replan-
ning, frustrations and much waiting, hoping and  praying. Now we 
can go ahead and develop our worship area into a more flexible 
space which better suits our needs. The building development task 
group, business development group and mission development 
group are all hard at work trying to ensure that our vision will be 
realized. 
 
In the leaflet “Our Calling Priorities” from the Methodist Church, 
which many of you may have read, four areas are highlighted. 
These state that the Church exists for worship, learning and car-
ing, service and evangelism. To realize these priorities we need to 
underpin everything we do with God-centred  worship and prayer. 
We should aim to support community action for justice, especially 
among the most deprived and poor in Britain and worldwide. We 
also need to develop confidence in evangelism and be able to speak 
of God and faith in ways that make sense to all involved and to en-
courage fresh ways of being Church. By doing these things we 
hope to nurture a culture which is people-centred and flexible. 
These are all things that the Mission development team need to 
address. Your  continuing prayers for all the people involved in 
this process are still very much needed! 
 
So as we look forward to the joy and hope of the Easter season we 
also look forward to a season of rebirth and hope in our life at 
Wesley. With this in mind the words of the hymn by Marty 
Haugen seem appropriate: 
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“Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat:  
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and  justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us; 
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God’s face;  
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
All are welcome, 
all are welcome,   
all are welcome in this place”.    

 
We wish you all Easter joy and blessings. 
Christine Bunting and Les Sudron  

A Prayer in Spring by Robert Frost 1874-1963 
Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day;  

And give us not to think so far away  
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here  
All simply in the springing of the year.  

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white,  
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night;  

And make us happy in the happy bees,  
The swarm dilating round the perfect trees.  

And make us happy in the darting bird  
That suddenly above the bees is heard,  

The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill,  
And off a blossom in mid air stands still.  
For this is love and nothing else is love,  
The which it is reserved for God above  

To sanctify to what far ends He will,  
But which it only needs that we fulfil. 
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Pastoral letter 
Life is full of change, some planned and others 
very much unforeseen. 
The Sudron family recently moved from their 
home of 22 years to a new home in 
Knaresborough and although the removal van 
was full of things and possessions, it was our 
memories that were most precious to us. Mem-
ories of our three boys growing together, the 
achievements of family and friends which made 
us proud and brought us joy, the friendships 

and love we shared with so many and the special place Wesley Chap-
el has in our lives. 
 
So now we look forward with excitement and hope as we settle into 
our new home and as we look forward to the development of the 
Wesley Centre and the continued fellowship of the Wesley Chapel 
congregation. 
 
Wesley Chapel continues to have a wonderful team of Pastoral Visi-
tors who offer friendship and concern to all within the Church Fami-
ly. This part of the fellowship of Wesley is very precious and we give 
thanks to those who offer this special form of Christian service. 
 
We also value the care and compassion shown by so many other 
members of our congregation to those within the church and the 
wider community.  
 
As we sung recently: 

Community of Christ, 
look past the Church’s door 
and see the refugee, the hungry, 
and the poor. 
Take hands with the oppressed, 
the jobless in your street, 
take towel and water, that you wash 
your neighbour’s feet. 

                                                                                    Shirley Erena Murray 
 

FOCUS on Church Family 
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 And so life moves on with all its ups and downs and those of us 
who hold the Love of God close to us are very blessed indeed. 
 
Every Blessing, 
Christine Sudron 
Pastoral Secretary  
                   
 

IN MEMORY 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since last October’s Church Council one of the Wesley family 
has died – 

 
Mrs Margaret Peers 

 
Margaret was a valued long-time member of Wesley Chapel and 
a choir member for many years. 
 
We remember Margaret and give thanks for her life and all she 

meant to so many people 

 

Betty Bratley has passed on this comment that she read in a 
friend’s church magazine and which amused her no end!  

 ‘Do you realise that in  40 years time most of the old ladies 
will have tattoos?!’ 
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The question was asked, “What exactly is being done to Wesley? I 
have heard about pews. Is there anything else?” So that you may all 
know what is planned we thought it would be useful to remind you of 
the whole scheme. 
 
You may recall that there was an attempt some time ago to make 
Wesley into a disabled friendly building. At that time some of the 
ends of the pews were adjusted so that there was a space for a wheel-
chair and the aisles between the pews were raised to allow for easy 
access for wheelchair users. Basically some of the proposed work is 
simply to take that work further, and at the same time to make the 
whole of the chapel into a multi-worship, multi-functional and multi-
purpose space. 
 
This starts with the removal of the pews. We are required to retain 
some pews and we have managed to argue that the number remain-
ing should be minimal. The gallery pews will not be changed at all. At 
the rear of the ground floor the pews along the back wall at the sides . 
                                                                                                   

continued p 11 
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FOCUS on WESLEY REFURBISHMENT 
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and in the centre will remain. To show that at one time there 
were pews in the coffee area there will be a pew, remodelled from 
the present pews, which will be situated between the side of the 
lift and the window. 
 
The pews are fastened to the panelling on the walls and one of 
the listed buildings conditions is that the panelling remains in its 
present condition. We are not certain how discoloured it will 
have become through the years, but it is to be left as it has be-
come to show where the pews were.  
 
The floor on the ground floor will be made level. The infill which 
was created earlier, creaks and so it will be removed, rebuilt and 
then extended to include the whole floor. At the left hand side it 
will be level to the door to the Minister’s Vestry where a step 
down will be created. At the right hand side there will be a slope 
along the side the old office wall to the door to the stairs 
 
The old lino will be removed from where the pews were, as will 
the old radiators and pipes and a new heating arrangement of 
underfloor heating will be laid under the present floor. Once this 
is complete a new oak floor will be laid on top of the present 
floor. This floor will replicate the colour of the existing panelling. 
 
At the communion rail there will be an up-stand to raise the 
kneeler to mimic the present situation. However the Communion 
rail will not be modified and one of the conditions is that it will 
not be removed. The same condition applies to the pulpit.  
 
In the chapel the sound system will be extended to make it suita-
ble and adaptable if the building is used by groups with a range 
of musical instruments and vocals There will be a video system 
for the projection of words and/or visuals for worship or other 
uses.   
 
The fire doors both in the ground floor of the chapel and the gal-
lery do not comply with present regulations and they will both be 
brought up to standard. In the room where the stage is currently 
stored a partition wall will be built to define the emergency route 
and to create a usable room. 

continued p12 
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continued….Finally at this level the kitchen will be remodelled to im-
prove the storage space and hopefully to improve is usability. The 
sink will be moved and a fridge installed and possibly a dish washer 
to supplement the “dish washer” at the sink. 

 
In the Lower Hall Vestries 1, 2, and 3 will become available as offices 
rather than meeting rooms. The lower hall will remain as a large 
space but it will also be possible to section it off into three rooms, by 
drawing two folding screens. These will have a degree of sound 
proofing so that the rooms can all be in use at the same time. It will 
be necessary at the kitchen end to create a new door into the corri-
dor, at the place where the Traid-craft stall is usually open for busi-
ness on a Sunday. 
 
Along the corridor there will be a partition and fire door installed so 
that the ground floor can be secured if someone is using the chapel 
and needs access to the toilets only. 
 
The two offices either side of the main downstairs entrance will have 
enquiry windows for the convenience of visitors and the security of 
staff working in those offices who are sometimes alone in the build-
ing.  
 
Finally the fire alarm system will be supplemented with a smoke de-
tection scheme throughout the whole building. 
 
After the work has started it is expected that it will take twelve 
weeks. Initially they contractors will be working downstairs for up to 
two weeks when we will not be able to use that part of the building, 
but we will be able to continue with services upstairs. When they 
move upstairs we will be able to use downstairs and so we expect 
that Sunday Services can continue as usual during the works alt-
hough other activities might need to be moved to accommodate the 
contractors. 
 
We hope this is helpful and believe that it will all be worth it in the 
end. At last we will have a building which will enable us to move for-
ward as a worshipping, witnessing community in the centre of Har-
rogate serving the needs of the population.                 Trevor  Dixon 
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What we’re reading next at 
Wesley Book club 

 
 
 

8 April 2014 Daughters of Mars by Thomas Keneally 
 
 
10 June 2014 Strange Meeting by Susan Hill 

 

Meetings at 2pm. Venues to be announced 

 
Reviews of books we have read recently on pages  

14 and 15 
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Mr Pip by Lloyd Jones 

It was such a pleasant read:  the narrator, Matilda, 
a  young girl on an idyllic South Sea island;  Mr 
Watts, the only white person on the island taking 
over as teacher at the school and reading to the 
children the only text book available: Charles 
Dickens Great Expectations. True there were al-
ways undercurrents – the inhabitants were poor, 

there was a civil war; Matilda’s mother didn’t approve of Mr 
Watts and the relationship between mother and daughter was 
difficult.  But the writing was such that we were all lulled into a 
sense of  comfortable security.  That is until the war came too 
close - a good three quarters of the way through the book. Hous-
es were burnt down, people were killed and fed to the 
pigs…...this was the point that some of our readers were so hor-
rified that they could barely find the will to  finish the book.  
Such was the cleverness of the writing.  We knew there were 
dark undertones, but it was a shock to learn just how sinister. 
 
The author, a New Zealander had been a journalist, covering the 
Bougainville wars during the 1990s and had seen for himself 
first-hand the horrors that so shocked some us. 
 
In spite of the revulsion, some members enjoyed the book for its 
writing: poetic, touching, surprising.  As with all the books we 
choose, there were mixed views and excellent  lively discussion.    
 

Judith Yeats 

 

 

Wesley Book Club 

Reviews 
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Regeneration by Pat Barker 
 

For the first half of the year we have decided that our 
theme should be topical and in view of the 100 year 
anniversary of World War 1 our books all reflect this 
subject.  Regeneration is the first novel in Pat Bark-
er’s WW1 trilogy.  The action mostly takes place at 
Craiglockhart War Hospital just outside Edinburgh 
and real-life characters like Siegfried Sassoon and 

Wilfred Owen appear in the book.  The novel is loosely based on 
the history of psychology and Dr William Rivers, a renowned psy-
chiatrist is one of the main characters. Real-life experiences of Brit-
ish army officers being treated for shell shock feature largely.   
 
The novel had mixed reviews from our readers.  Amongst the 
themes that were prevalent were: madness; homosexuality; mascu-
linity; entrapment; parenthood.  However rather than focusing too 
much on these somewhat disturbing topics, our discussion centred 
on personal memories passed down from previous generations. A 
ring, photograph and a letter, brought in by one member were of 
great interest, and another member had actually worked at 
Craiglockhart during the 2nd World War, and was able to describe 
the location and the atmosphere. 
 
Was the novel anti-war?  We were not quite sure, but it certainly 
made us think about the futility and senselessness of some of the 
decisions made by governments and the harrowing consequences 
for so many men and women involved. 
 
Some of our members had read, or intended to read the sequels: 
The Eye in the Door and The Ghost Road (a Booker prize winner). 
Others felt they had read enough about the madness and psycho-
logical effects of such a brutal time in our history.  Still, it was a 
valuable reminder of the terrible conditions and state of affairs 
some of our ancestors had experienced.                                                

Judith Yeats 
 
(See what we’re reading next on page  13 and read along with us even if you  are 
not able to join our meetings) 
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Encouragement for all crack-pots  
 

 A water bearer in India had two large pots, each hung on each end 
of a pole which he carried  across his neck.   One of the pots had a 
crack in it, and while the other pot was perfect and always delivered 
a full portion of  water at the end of the long walk from the stream to 
the master's house, the cracked pot arrived only half full. 
 
For a full two years this went on daily, with the bearer delivering on-
ly one and a half pots full of water in his  master's house. Of course, 
the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments, perfect to the end 
for which it  was made. But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its 
own imperfection, and miserable that it was able to  accomplish only 
half of what it had been made to do. 

 
After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it spoke to 
the water bearer one day by the stream. 
  
“ I am ashamed of myself, and I want to apologise to you." 

 
 Why?" asked the bearer. "What are you ashamed of?" 

 
 "I have been able, for these past two years, to deliver only half my 
load because this crack in my side causes  water to leak out all the 
way back to your master's house. Because of my flaws, you have to 
do all of this  work, and you don't get full value from your efforts," 
the pot said. 
 
The water bearer felt sorry for the old cracked pot, and in his com-
passion he said, "As we return to the  master's house, I want you to 
notice the beautiful flowers along the path." 
 
Indeed, as they went up the hill, the old cracked pot took notice of 
the sun warming the beautiful wild flowers  on the side of the path, 
and this cheered it some. But at the end of the trail, it still felt bad 
because it had  leaked out half its load, and so again it apologized to 
the bearer for its failure. 
 

 
 
 



19 

 The bearer said to the pot, "Did you notice that there were flowers 
only on your side of your path, but not on  the other pot's side? 
That's because I have always known about your flaw, and I took ad-
vantage of it… 

 
 I planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and every day while 
we walk back from the stream,  you've watered them. For two years 
I have been able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate my mas-
ter's  table. Without you being just the way you are, he would not 
have this beauty to grace his house." 
 
 Moral: Each of us has our own unique flaws. We're all cracked pots.  
But it's the cracks and flaws we each have that make our lives to-
gether so very interesting and rewarding.  You've just got to take 
each person for what they are, and look for the good in them. Think 
of it this way: if it  hadn't been for the crackpots in your life, it 
would have been pretty boring and not so interesting...  So be 
thankful for all your crackpot friends!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chocolate rabbit 

I got a chocolate rabbit  
For an Easter treat,  

A great big chocolate rabbit  
Good enough to eat.   

 
So I ate his ears on Sunday,  
His nose I finished Monday.  

Tuesday I nibbled on his feet.  
I ate his tail on Wednesday  

Thursday I kept on,  
By Friday he was going,  
Saturday he was gone.   

 
Oh, I loved my chocolate rabbit  

From the moment that he 
came,  

And if I get another one,  
I'll love him just the same.   

 
                                 Author Unknown  
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WESLEY CHAPEL’S FAMOUS HERO 
Second Lieutenant Donald Simpson Bell, V.C. (1890-1916) 

 
It will have escaped the notice of very few that this year we are 
remembering the 100 year anniversary of the First World War. In the 
media everywhere there are  stories of local people who participated 
in the many horrific hostilities that made up the war. Last week in the 
Harrogate Advertiser there was a  report of a memorial to a Harrogate 
war hero that is to be given a revamp.  The memorial had been built 
through an initiative of The Friends of  The Green Howards Museum 
and was unveiled in 2000 at the spot where a VC   hero lost his life.  
This was Donald Simpson Bell, who had been a member at Wesley 
Chapel. One of his  descendants is still a member.  I wrote an article 
in the winter  2010 edition of Focus about Wesley’s famous hero and 
it has been suggested that this may be worth repeating in view of the 
centenary of WW1.  
 
However, I have decided not to repeat the same article. Many of  you 
may have read a shortened version recently in the programme of a 
Lunchtime Recital  entitled ‘Letters from your Son Jack’.  Instead I 
have copied an article from a website entitled Family 
Announcements, that was posted in 2008. 
 

“Few acts of gallantry could match that of Donald Simpson Bell, 
the first professional English footballer to enlist in the First World 
War, who was awarded the Victoria Cross. Second Lieutenant Bell 
earned Britain’s highest military decoration for valour for wiping 
out a German gun post, only to die five days later in the Battle of 
the Somme on 10 July, 1916.B 

 
Before the war Bell had a promising football career ahead of him, 
having turned professional with Bradford Park Avenue Football 
Club. He made his debut in 1913 as a full-back against 
Wolverhampton Wanderers and had made five league appearances 
for the club when the Great War broke out in August 1914. 
Determined to fight for his country, he asked the Bradford 
directors to release him from his contract and in November of that 
year signed up as a volunteer  soldier with the West Yorkshire  
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He quickly rose through the ranks and in less than a year of join-
ing up had been made an officer in the 9th Battalion of the York-
shire Regiment (The Green Howards). A year later, in June 1915, 
having just got married, he was part of Lord Kitchener’s new 
Volunteer Army which crossed the English Channel to get to the 
Western Front in readiness for the Battle of the Somme. 
 
On the evening of 5 July, 1916, his battalion was given the order 
to enter the fray and soon captured a German position, known as 
Horse Shoe Trench. But they quickly came under attack again 
from another enemy machine gun.Without a second thought for 
his own safety, 25-year-old Bell crept up a communication 
trench and then dashed towards the gun across open ground. He 
was a superb athlete and moved with incredible speed. Within 
minutes he had reached the post, taking the occupants by sur-
prise. He shot the gunner with his revolver and blew up the rest 
with hand grenades before throwing more bombs into a dugout, 
killing more than 50 Germans. He performed a similar act of 
bravery on 10 July when he and a party of bombers from his bat-
talion attacked a machine gun position head on again. This ti me 
he was not so lucky and was killed in the thick of the action.The 
sportsman was a reluctant hero. In a letter to his mother, de-
scribing the event that won him the Victoria Cross, he said: "I 
must confess that it was the biggest fluke alive and I did nothing. 
I chucked the bomb and it did the trick." Prophetically , he add-
ed: "I believe God is watching over me and it rests with him 
whether I pull through or not." 
 
His comrades, who called him Donny, erected a wooden cross 
with a railing around it at the spot where he was killed near Con-
talmaison. In 1920 his body was moved to Gordon Dump Ceme-
tery close to the village. A brother officer paid this tribute to him 
in 1916: "He knew no fear. He had the courage of a lion, and al-
ways seemed to be on the lookout for ways and means of making 
things easier for his comrades. He was ready to risk his life many 
times over if only he could lessen the risk to his men and brother 
officers." 

 http://www.family-announcements.co.uk/localworld/view/1203117/
donald-simpson-bell-vc 

continued p 20 
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For his actions on 5 July 1916, Donald was posthumously awarded 
the Victoria Cross, the highest military decoration that this country 
awards to members of the armed forces.  Donald is also the only pro-
fessional footballer ever to have received the Victoria Cross. The spot 
where he was killed was named ‘Bell’s Redoubt’. 
 
In 2008 Donald Bell’s medal sold for  £250,000 at auction. 
 
Judith Yeats 
                                                                                                                           
In the Harrogate Herald on 26July 1916  the paper paid tribute to Donald 
Bell with this poem.  

 
DON 
 (To the memory of Second Lieutenant D S Bell, the Yorkshire 
Regiment, killed in action, July 1916) 
  
In every straight and many sport, his name 
Stood out for honour and unselfishness; 
He played the game because it was the game, 
Not for his own, but for his side's success. 
  
Simple and single-hearted, strong and clean 
Ever the idol of the men he led; 
First in the struggle when the field was green, 
Foremost in action when the field was red. 
  
His was the upright life that scorns a lie, 
His was the post of danger in the van; 
His was the death he would have wished to die, 
An Englishman - a gentleman - a man. 
  
His now the rest that follows victory won, 
The guerdon of the bruised but conquering soul, 
His the great Captain's welcome word, "Well done!" 
That crowns the reaching of the Highest Goal. 
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Churches Together in Harrogate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
May they all be one. 

Father may they be one in us, 
as You are in me and I am in You, 

so that the world may believe 
 it was You who sent me 

John 17: V21 

 

 

 

Celebrating Easter 2014 - Together 
 

Your invitation to join in worship this Easter at 
The Cenotaph, on Good Friday 18 April at  

11:30am 

 

(March of Witness will leave St Peter’s Church at 
11:15am please gather at 11:0am) 
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Duruflé: Requiem and Britten: Rejoice 
in the Lamb 

7.30pm, Saturday 5th April 2014  
St. Wilfrid's Church, Duchy Road, Harrogate HG1 2EY 

Vocalis welcomes back their former Musical Director  
Edmund Aldhouse who will be accompanying the choir in these two 

well-known works. 
 

Tickets will be available on the door  £10.00  
or in advance at £8.00  e-mail  

enquiries@harrogatevocalis.org.uk 
and from Pomp and Circumstance on Commercial Street  

                      Yorkshire's Finest 
 

                Harrogate Choral Society  
                                              with 
             The Brighouse and Rastrick Brass Band  

    Royal Hall Harrogate 
    14 June  2014 at 7-30pm 

 
 
Tickets £17 to £24 Concessions: £1 reduction for seniors and stu-
dents, half price for under 16s and free for under 6s when accompa-
nied by a paying adult.  
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Knitted Bible 

Bilton Area Methodist Church  recently hosted a Knitted Bible 
exhibition, which came to them by courtesy of a church in the 
North East.  It recreated colourful scenes from the Old and New 
Testaments with knitted characters.  Matt Lunn, our circuit 
children and families worker organised for local schools to visit 
and about 1,000 children came through the doors to see the ex-
hibition and to get involved in interactive bible stories from the 
creation story to the life of Jesus.   
 
The exhibition took place in the chapel and the congregation 
held its services in the school for two weeks.   But it was well 
worth it—  as Matt told those of us who attended the Circuit 
Meeting a few days later -  a large number of the children who 
attended  had  seen and heard bible stories for the first time in 
their lives. 
 
It wasn’t only the children who were fascinated by the project 
either.  The knitted scenes were portrayed with the smallest of 
details even down to the wine glasses  in the story of Jesus at the 
wedding in Cana  when he turned the water into wine.  See a 
small selection of the scenes on the back page in colour.   
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Epilogue 

Our ‘Focus’ this quarter is very much on our 
exciting new redevelopment. Trevor has kept us 
very well informed of exactly what is going to 
take place and we are being kept well up-to-day, 
either in Focus, the weekly news sheet or from 
the pulpit.  Thank you Trevor.  Thank you also 

to everyone else who is working hard behind the scenes.  For example 
when I came into the office to print the weekly  notices, Les was hard 
at work sending out applications for funding—most of the work that 
is done is unseen—so thank you again all you unseen stalwarts. 

  

In their Senior Stewards’ message Christine and Les say ‘We also 
need to develop confidence in evangelism and be able to speak of God 
and faith in ways that make sense to all involved and to encourage 
fresh ways of being Church.’ The circuit gathering (see page 5) will be 
addressing these issues and this will be a good chance to meet up with 
other churches  and talk about how we speak of God and faith.  The 
last meeting was very popular and people enjoyed the group 
discussions  and found them helpful and friendly.   Do come along, it 
is vital to our future.  

 

This is a shorter than usual Focus but I hope you have enjoyed it 
nevertheless. I would welcome more input and articles.  This is your 
magazine, please contribute. 

 

 

Wesley Chapel Harrogate 

Oxford Street 

HG1 1PP 

Telephone 01423 509917 

E-mail admin@wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk 
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