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27th November 2020 

 

 

TO: ALL CIRCUITS WITHIN THE YORKSHIRE NORTH AND EAST DISTRICT 

  

 

Dear friends 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING ON-SITE WORSHIP 

On 19th October, when the original tiering arrangements were introduced, I wrote, with the 

support of the District’s Superintendents, to recommend that: 

• churches within “tier 3” areas should not gather for on-site worship, and 

• churches within “tier 2” areas that had already opened should review their assessments 

and decisions. 

 

Since that letter we have entered into a second lockdown which will now give way on 2nd 

December to a re-introduction of tiers.  All of the churches within the District will be in either 

tier 2 or tier 3.   

 

So how should we respond to this new phase? 

 

The Superintendents have met twice this week, via Zoom, and shared in extensive discussion 

exploring the issues that arise.  The government is now permitting on-site worship in all three 

tiers and we share with many the deep longing to be able to do this. 

 

However, we are also mindful of our priority to ‘watch over each other in love.’  We have to take 

seriously that church buildings are a very different context for meeting as compared to shops, 

hotels and pubs.  Satisfying the requirements for being open safely falls in the first instance on 

our faithful members (many of whom are regarded as relatively vulnerable to Covid) and we 

have a duty of care to make sure that no-one is exposed to danger through fulfilling this role.  

Also, we do not wish for any ministers, preachers, stewards, office-holders or congregants to 

face any anxiety, or feel under any pressure (however well-intentioned), to fulfil an expectation 

of attending on-site worship.   An additional complexity for preachers in some circuits is the 

guidance that discourages people from crossing tiers. 
 

I hope you will recognise with us the sensitivity of these different issues and their need to be 

carefully held in tension, especially by Managing Trustees of our church buildings who carry the 

ultimate responsibility. 

 

 



With all of this in mind I, together with the District’s Superintendents, want to reiterate the view 

that churches should proceed with great caution.  Given the continuing prevalence of Covid in 

our midst, and with a shared commitment to resist its spread, the continued recommendation 

from the District is that churches: 

• in “tier 3” areas should opt to remain closed, and  

• in “tier 2” should be very careful to consider all the implications of re-opening for on-site 

worship.   

  

It is also important to stress that the government guidelines are clear that there must not be 

any indoor interaction between households in tier 2 and tier 3 contexts. Therefore, the 

Managing Trustees of churches that do re-open must ensure that people leave the building 

immediately and carefully as soon as worship has concluded.  

 

Government guidelines continue to adapt, and we expect to receive news of any updating of 

tiering arrangements on 16th December.  We are also hearing of some further advice to come 

about carol singing.  In consultation with the Superintendents I will offer an update at that point 

giving details of any further appropriate possibilities for gathering over the Christmas period 

and beyond. 

 

Alongside these recommendations, we continue to encourage and make available online 

worship, and hope that printed resources can still be distributed widely to those without 

internet access. 

 

I recognise how difficult the protracted deprivation from meeting together in our church 

buildings is for many of us.   

 

In the meantime, as we enter Advent we look with hope and longing to Jesus Christ who came 

among us, full of grace and truth, and still makes his home in our hearts and homes.  Yes, 

alongside our personal and online worship, we long to be able to participate in worship freely in 

our buildings again.  However, whilst ever that is not possible let us treasure His promised 

presence, Spirit with us and for us.   

 

May we continue to watch over each other in love, to seek the safety and well-being of our 

communities, and to hold the light of Christ before the world. 

 

I close with a prayer from the 1st Century based on Jude 24-25 which features on Day 26 of our 

Methodist Prayer Handbook and that I find helpful in these times: 

 

“To the One who can keep us from falling, and bring us safely into his glorious presence, joyful 

and above reproach, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 

majesty, power, and authority, before all ages, now and for ever.  Amen.” 

 

With all good wishes 

 
 

Leslie Newton 

District Chair 


