
Wesley Chapel in December 2020 
 
Dear friends, 
Well we are now in the last month of this challenging year and we look back on 
everything that has happened with various feelings and reflections.  
 
As we begin the Advent Season, we have had to consider whether we could safely 
open again for Sunday worship especially given the changing national guidelines. 
Specifically, new rules do not allow any conversation or socialising within the church 
building and so we would have to move outside immediately the service finished; no 
singing, no sitting together and now no talking unless we are outside really does 
challenge our worship. In addition, the government decision to allow all retail shops 
to open in the weeks before Christmas, although understandable, will lead to the 
potential of another increase in Covid transmission. Given the age profile of our 
congregation this is a risk we could not ignore. 
 
Discussions have taken place at National, District and Circuit level and 
recommendations made and shared with all individual Methodist churches. Wesley 
Chapel stewards reviewed these recommendations and produced our own that were 
sent to the Wesley Church Council whose ultimate decision it is for our church. 
 
We have taken the decision that Wesley Chapel will not be open for worship 
during December with the one proviso that we would hold a short service at 
10.30am led by Rev Trevor Dixon, on Christmas Day subject to any Covid 
restriction changes during the month and also an indication that people would 
hope to join us. 
 
As you may know the Wesley Chapel Christmas Day lunch cannot happen this year 
for the first time in over thirty years due to Covid 19. However our Philip and his 
intrepid team are now busy on ensuring that all the people who would normally have 
joined us for their Christmas dinner will receive a special Christmas gift box of treats 
and surprises to remind them that they are not forgotten. Volunteer drivers will come 
to Wesley Chapel after our morning service, hopefully some of them may join us, 
and boxes will be given to them to take to our “absent friends”.  
 
Our Chair of District Revd Leslie Newton sent a very helpful letter to us all and this is 
included in the email message as an attachment. 
 
Our decision was not easy, but we think keeping our members safe must be our key 
focus, especially as this year is coming to an end and we have all given up so much 
to get to this point. We will review the possibility of opening in the New Year as soon 
as we can; we will keep you informed. 
 
The fast medical developments towards a number of potential vaccines and the 
improvements in tracking and mass testing, together with our own continued safety 
disciplines does offer a huge hope that 2021 will be a great deal better for 
community, country and the world at large. 
 
God bless you and yours. 
Wesley Stewards. 



 
 
 
 


